[Development of research support environment for molecular pharmacology and toxicology].
The Chem-Bio Informatics division has developed the institute-wide computer network which is connected to the Internet via IMnet (Inter Ministry Network) sponsored by the Government. We call the network and associated information and computing infrastructure as NICI, the NIHS Information and Computing Infrastructure. The primary goal of NICI is to provide general communication environment such as e-mails, and the second goal is to provide WWW environment. Accomplishing these two goals the division is now challenging to develop information and computing environment that directly supports pharmaceutical and toxicological research. The prototype of this environment which consists of various chemical and biomolecular databases and computing tools has been developed under the name of MOBI-DICS. The concept and vision on how to extend the prototype to institute-wide infrastructure was discussed.